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This report is drafted and prepared by Altu  YALCINTA (Vice Chair, The Netherlands
Alumni Association of Turkey and Research Fellow, Ankara University) in order to provide the
reader with a glimpse of what we aimed for and, from our view, what we have achieved during

ESCALA in Kastamonu, llgaz in 24-27 August 2008. Contributors to the report include

Caroline DELAN (Project Manager, NIHAnkara), P nar YELSALI PARMAKSIZ (Secretary
General, The Netherlands Alumni Association of Turkey and Research Fellow, Ankara
University), Murat YURTB L R (EU Public Information Officer, European Union Information
Center), Emine ARSLAN (Project Assistant, NIHAnkara), and Nilay UNSAL (Undergrad
Fellow, Economics Department, Ankara University).

2008 ANKARA

The views and ideas expressed in this report do not necessarily reflect the views and ideas of
the Board, the members, and the partners of NAATR. The end-product appearing here is an
outcome of collective effort in which members of NAATR as well as other partners have
contributed in interactive and cooperative manner. Please feel free to send us any feedback
that you think we should know.

Visit our web site at http://www.naatr.com
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ESCALA: Objectives and Activities

' Turea

" european

b\(mf eamp

ESCALA - European Youth Summer Camp a la Turca, held in the
mountains of Kastamonu province in Turkey for 4 days in August
2008, focused on the issue of European awareness and diversity
among young citizens. This transnational youth camp project
principally aimed at:

Creating and maintaining a structured dialogue through a
sustainable network and platform of discussion on European
issues between participants

Assessing the knowledge and increasing awareness of
young people about different European histories societies,
policies and values

Sharing visions of the future Europe

Encouraging creativity and coherent critical thinking among
young people and

Promoting Turkey and EU as “united in diversity”

38 young people from Turkey, the Netherlands, Italy, Hungary,
and Austria shared their opinions about a wide range of EU-
related subjects and had the opportunity to meet with 12 experts
and European policy-makers during camp activities such as
workshops, simulation of European Parliament, interview with
policy-makers, sportive challenge, intercultural movie screening,
musical performances, etc..

The workshop hall, decorated with the EU environment project
photo exhibition of EUIC Ankara (European Union Information
Centre) on its walls, was the place for interactive sessions on
education, youth, culture and history. Cengiz Aktar from
Bahce ehir University, in a delirious voyage through European
history, briefed the participants how great names of the European
history contributed to the European civilization. As Lidia from
Russia expressed, getting acquainted with these famous people
such as Comenius, Erasmus, Grundtvig, Leonardo da Vinci, Jean
Monnet, and Marie Curie — all referring to a specific EU program
dedicated entirely or partially to young people — has opened new
horizons for the contemporary bearers of “the Europe”.

One of the most striking workshops was the presentation of
“dadaist maps” of Europe by the participants. They all showed
their own vision of Europe through imaginary borders and fictive
maps. “Re-formation” and “de-formation” of the borders easily by
the color pencils or through cut-and-paste operations on a
computer screen were the manifestations of absurdity of drawing
impassable “lines” between people.
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European Parliament simulated by young Europeans convened
in order to discuss the White Paper on Sports. In addition to
European Commission and the EU Council, 4 party groups
including Socialists, Christian Democrats, Liberals and Greens,
got together in their party rooms to set-up their political group
position on the White Paper. It was fascinating to monitor the
European Conservative group which consisted of 3 Turkish, 1
Austrian, 1 Polish and 1 Italian youngsters in their hot debate to
revise sport policies of EU in accordance with their party
priorities. They seemed as if they were German Christian
Democrats coming from a small town of Bavaria!

In the Parliament meeting chaired and directed by the “speaker”
D. Tsarouhas of METU, all groups presented their amendment
proposals and following the debates the amendments were either
adopted or rejected through the voting procedure. Socialists and
Greens, in coalition, mostly looked for liberal support to
overcome Christian Democrat proposals and were mostly
successful to create a social democratic “White Paper on Sports”.

The participants had a firm debate on various dimensions of
Turkey’'s accession to European Union ranging from possible
migration of Turkish “gast arbeiter” (quest worker) into Europe to
Atatlrk pictures seen everywhere. Maria from Italy, complaining
about Romanian and Bulgarian migration to her country after
these countries’ accession to the EU, said that the EU could no
longer cope with a new migration wave from Turkey.

Another tough debate followed the question by Lukasz from
Poland: “Are Turkish people ready for facing hard questions?
Can a country that aims to become a member of the European
Union have pictures of Atatirk all around?" Thomas Grunert,
Head of the Culture Unit at European Parliament, emphasized
the importance of empathy towards other cultures filtered through
different historical processes in his response.

The last evening of the camp saw the Kebab-Kdofte-Biber
barbecue night, followed by a party of intercultural music through
which non-Turkish young people encountered a typical way of
doing grills in Turkey during outdoor picnics — with minced (Kofte
of beef) and sliced (Kebap of lamb) meat together with green
pepper. Surprise of the night was popularity of Misket folk dance
of Ankara region among the youngsters. Austrian, lItalian and
Russian participants thrilling with the folk rhythms of the
electronic ba lama at the beginning of the party, later found
themselves in melancholy after listening a mournful Hungarian
folk song. The departure from the camp was also mournful since
new friends from different cultures have been thinking of still-
existing distance between countries that will make hard for them
to meet again.
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2 About NAATR and its partners

The owner of ESCALA, The Netherlands Alumni Association of
Turkey (NAATR) was established in December 2006 and started
its activities shortly after the launch of collaboration with the
Netherlands Institute for Higher Education — NIHA. Since then,
the Association has organized a series of conferences, together
with NIHA, in order to announce its establishment and reach a
broader audience who the Association thought might be
interested in its aims and purposes.

All members of the Association completed a graduate program in
the Netherlands and they all have an academic background.
Consequently, the activities consisted of a series of lectures in
academic format. The principal aim of NAATR is to become an
institution which not only organizes academic activities, but also
conduct activities as a think-tank organization engaging in
various intellectual and scholarly projects. With the vastly
growing number of members, our main goal is to become an
organization which is capable of responding all kinds of needs,
by bringing together as many Turkish students and researchers
as possible, who have participated in either short or long-term
education programs in the Netherlands.

Amongst the aims of NAATR are:

Organize national and international conferences
Publish academic and broad periodicals

Act as an intermediary to form and foster relations
between the Netherlands and Turkey in the social,
cultural, and economic fields

Lend assistance to Turkish migrants living in the
Netherlands and matters concerning their situation

Provide guidance and lend assistance to Turkish
students who want to study in the Netherlands

Bring together Turkish and Dutch businessmen in order
to create a working ground for various initiatives

Contribute to strengthen relations between Turkey and
the Netherlands in the frame of the ones of Turkey with
the European Union

http://www.naatr.com/

VI
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NiHAnkara

Hollanda Yiiks ek ) gretim Enstitiisii
MNetherlands Institute for Higher Education
Wederlandse Intituut voor Hoger Onderwijs

2.1 NIHA

NIHA, the main partner of ESCALA aims to promote the
internationalization of the Dutch Higher Education by actively
supporting the cooperation between the Netherlands and Turkey
in the field of Higher Education, by supporting and providing
direct cooperation ties between institutes of Higher Education in
both countries, including introduction and exchange of professors
and students, provision of scholarships and promotion of
scientific research, and by recruiting highly talented Turkish
students to continue their study in the Netherlands or to start
scientific research activities in the Netherlands. The main
function of NIHA in the scope of the Project was provision of
logistical support for the event.

NIHA'’s regular activities consist of organization of weekly events
in its conference room. This includes lectures, information
meetings, debates and film screening. For example, this year
NIHA has launched its Thursdays’ seminars about EU and
Turkey, and Green Breakfasts.

The target groups are mainly the academic world including young
people, but also NGOs and public authorities. Besides, NIHA is
initiating and managing projects in cooperation with others in the
fields of environment, transport, awareness raising about EU,
history and tourism.

Most important projects include:

The media project “KozaVisual”, in which historians,
social scientists, documentary film producers and video
artists (teachers and students) from the Netherlands,
Turkey and possibly also from Greece, France and
Germany will work together

The making of a promotion film for higher education and
scientific research in Turkey

The “European Youth Summer Camp a la Turca”

NIHA is also willing to get the accreditation to be a
sending and hosting organization for EVS.

EKOKAP

http://www.nihankara.org/

Vi
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2.2 Miilkiye

Ankara University, Faculty of Political
Sciences

The Faculty of Political Sciences is one of the principal
institutions in Turkey that offers intensive education in the fields
of political science, economics, public administration and
international relations.

The establishment of the school in 1850s and its development in
the 20" century are closely related to the westernization and
modernization movements which have been taking place in
Turkey for more than a century. With the beginning of social
reforms the need for administrators trained according to western
standards was strongly felt in order to adjust the administrative
procedure and mechanism to the necessities of the day and to
increase the efficiency of the political and administrative
organizations.

The Faculty's graduates hold many key positions and posts in
public bodies such as Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Interior and Ministry of Finance as well as principal banks and
private corporations, and the alumni of the school include
numerous premiers, cabinet ministers, deputies of the Turkish
Grand National Assembly, ambassadors, governors, journalists
and leading economists.

In the eyes of the Turkish nation, the Faculty has come to
symbolize evolution, reformism and academic freedom. Always
conscious of its historical mission and responsibility to contribute
to the intellectual and political evolution of Turkey, the Faculty
today is defending its right to criticize the governments' internal
and external policies.

http://www.politics.ankara.edu.tr/

2.3 European Union Information Center

European Union Information Centre (EUIC), which has been
established within the scope of Information and Communication
Support Program of the Delegation of the European Commission
to Turkey, aims to provide free services to public on issues such
as European Union, European Union-Turkey relations,
negotiation process, and so on. EUIC organizes various events
and activities within and out of the centre. The list of activities
and events organized by the EUIC are as follows:

Organizing information meetings on EU (“EU Institutions”,
“What Does EU Mean for the Youth?”, “What Does EU Mean

Vil
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C g Code-X
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for Women?") especially targeting women, youth and elderly
people

Organizing information meetings and conferences on EU
policies made by EU specialists

Organizing Lokum workshops for children

Opening information stands to distribute various EU-related
hand-outs and booklets during seminars, festivals and
meetings

Publications: Information notes on EU policies, information
notes on EU policies targeting various profession groups,
booklets on EU and EU-Turkey relations such as “What is
the EU?", “How Does the EU Institutions Work?”, “EU
Negotiation Process for Turkey”, booklets for children: “To
Europe with Lokum” and “Lokum on Holiday”, and various
information brochures on EU

2.4 SHONT

The aim of Stichting Hoger Onderwijs Nederland - Turkije
(Netherlands-Turkey Higher Education Foundation) (SHONT) is
to enhance co-operation ties between the Netherlands and
Turkey in the field of Higher Education. SHONT is established by
the Executive Board of Leiden University in order to create a
Turkish Representation under Turkish Law. As a result, Turkish
Representation, the Netherlands Institute for Higher Education in
Ankara (NIHA) was founded in December 2006. with the funding
of the Netherlands Ministry of Education, Culture and Science,

2.5 Code-X International

Cod-X International is a Dutch organization which works in Youth
and Community Development. Its objective is to give young
Europeans from diverse background the opportunity to go
through an intercultural experience and at the same time to
support the community. Its main activities are sending and
hosting individual youth volunteers through the European
Voluntary Service program and coordinating and participating in
youth seminars, training and group exchanging.

2.6 Bund Europ ischer Jugend/

Junge Europ ische Foderalisten Osterreich

The Union of European Youth / Young European Federalists
Austria (BEJIJEF) is an independent, non-party, and non-
religious youth organization. It has been standing for a peaceful,
united, social, safe, ecological and federal Europe for more than
50 years. The BEJIJEF is the oldest and the most important
European youth organization in Austria and is at the same time
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Université_
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Fiatal Eurdpai Foderalistilk

an umbrella organization for many pro-European youth initiatives
and associations. The organization is open to every young
person who wants to stand for a common Europe. The
organization is the first contact in Austria when it comes lo
European activities in the field of youth. The BEJIJEF organizes
exchange workshops, international youth meetings, conferences,
discussions, exhibitions, study trips and various youth projects in
the European frame. Sports and cultural activities are also part of
the programs implemented by BEJIJEF .

2.7 Associazone Culturale LINK

Link was created with the aim of having an instrument to better
access the needs of young people living in their local community
and to make a concrete contribution to satisfy their requests in
terms of participation, active citizenship, feeling belonging to a
common Europe tolerance and anti-racism. They provide help
and training to young people who want to implement new
projects fostering their participation organizing international youth
exchange, intercultural learning activities, promoting international
campaigns. All activities of LINK are based on non-formal
education.

2.8 Universita Ca’ Foscari Venezia

Ca’ Foscari University of Venice has a national and international
outstanding reputation for academic excellence in both teaching
and research. Modern and well-renowned University which offers
wide range of teaching and research activities across four main
subject areas: economics, languages, science and humanities.

Ca’Foscari University has participated in many European funded
projects. In various programs (5th and 6™ Framework Programs,
Alfa, Asia link, Cultura 2000, Interreg etc.) as applicant,
coordinator and as partner. Since 1987 the University has taken
part in Erasmus programs and since 2002 in Leonardo da Vinci
Program.

2.9 JEF Hungary

JEF Magyarorszag, candidate member of JEF Europe, is a
voluntary non-profit, non-governmental youth organization which
is independent from political parties. The main objective of the
organization is to support the idea of the federative Europe and
to represent and popularize the principle of democratic public life,
civil self-organization, cross-border cooperation between nations,
S0 as to support the European common values of the rule of law,
subsidiary and decentralization in accordance with the activities
of JEF Europe and its member organization.
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3 ESCALIANS

Its activities include education courses, seminars, debates,
presentations, youth programs, exhibitions, aimed at spreading
the idea of the organization; various frameworks, providing
opportunities for the European Youth to travel cost-effectively.

2.10 Consejo Federal Espafiol del Movimiento
Europeo

The European Movement Spain is an international organization
open to all political, economic, social and cultural trends in civil
society. Its objective is to "contribute to the establishment of a
united, federal Europe founded on the respect for basic human
rights, principles of peace, democratic principles of liberty and
solidarity and citizens' participation.

Its main focus is influencing political, social and cultural arenas
within the framework of the European Civil Society. The
European Movement implements many projects and activities in
which operates as a work and information group as well as a
pressure group.

Participants in ESCALA consisted of many people different in
age, nationality, gender, hobbies, political opinions, and religions.
ESCALIANS were, in short, students, experts and group leaders.

Young people were about 40 students between 18-28 years old,
from Turkey, Russia, Poland, the Netherlands, Italy, Hungary,
Germany, France, and Austria. Most of them were studying
International Relations, Law, Economics, Political Science, or EU
studies. We also had youngsters studying in different fields such
as Engineering, Sociology, Literature, Art History, Languages
and Pedagogy who were curious about EU issues.

All of our ESCALIANS were proficient in various languages
including English, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Dutch,
Swedish, Croatian, and Russian. We also counted many artists
or to-be artists: most of them were playing an instrument (bass,
guitar, piano, drums, ba lama, harp), or dancing folk, modern,
Caucasian dances, or singing, or acting in a theatre, or taking
photographs.

Group leaders  were mainly young dynamic members from
NAATR (Cemal Dursun, Kutluay Karabal k), staff from NIHA
(Caroline Delan, Emine Arslan, Jak den Exter) and EUIC Ankara
(Murat Yurtbilir), but also young volunteers (Ozgir Madak, Metin
Payman) who provided support during the camp.

Xl
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Experts _and _policy-makers interacted with the young

ESCALIANS all along the camp - during workshops and
outdoors activities. We had 12 academicians, officials from public
institutions in Turkey and in the EU, retired politicians, and
professionals:

Prof. Cengiz AKTAR (Director, EU Studies Centre, Bahce ehir
University, Istanbul)

Prof. EIlif Hatun KILICBEYLI (Lecturer, Department of
International Relations, Faculty of Economics and Business
Administration, Cukurova University, Adana)

Ass. Prof. Dimitris TSAROUHAS (Lecturer, Department of
International Relations, Middle-East Technical University,
Ankara)

Tunay INCE (Former Deputy General Secretary of EU General
Secretariat of Turkey)

Bulent AKARCALI (Former Minister of Tourism of Turkey)

Can BAYDAROL (President, Work group on external relations
of YTP — New Turkish Party)

Thomas GRUNERT (Head of Unit, "Interparliamentary
Delegations - European Countries", Directorate General
"External Policies", European Parliament)

Oya BUMIN (Youth in Action 5.1 Officer, Turkish National
Agency)

Murat YURTBILIR (Public Information Officer, EU Information
Centre, Ankara)

Ryohei KAGEURA (PhD student, Faculty of Philosophy,
Strasbourg Il University)

Alper SEN (Video Producer, SFR Film Production Company,
Ankara)

Ozge CELIKASLAN (Coordinator of KozaVisual, Audiovisual
Research Project, Ankara)

Xl
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4 Dada views from the Camp

Europe in a Stereotyped
World by Maria Adele Carrai.
See the appendix for full scale.

Closer than you would ever
think by Veronica Barczi. See
the appendix for full scale.
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An EU collage . By Lidia
Krus. See the appendix for
full scale.

Many people are concerned with the question; “Where is
Europe?”. Some would like to know whether the borders of the
continent are marked up by geography or whether Europe is a
cultural location on the map. Some are fascinated by economics
and politics and sociology and interested in the principal
constituents of the idea of Europe. After all, they are seeking an
answer to what makes up real Europe.

We are not! We do not believe in such unrealistic wishes that
could squeeze religious, political, psychological etc. ideals into a
single map of Europe. What we see is - whatever the criterion-
there are no borders for a geographical Europe, no borders for a
cultural Europe, there is no politically or economically consistent
body out there. Instead a number of maps, most of which would
mark up a disjointed picture, can be drawn. These maps would
rather be drawn emotionally and most would be in negation with
general beliefs and each other. Europe is already fragmented; it's
incorporated.

The discussion is about borders. Borders supposedly show who
is in and who is out — that is, who are befriended and where
home is. We disagree. We do not trust that borders can tell us
this or, even if they could, that this would make us happy. A map
of Europe is an idea of Europe, we think, which is not effortlessly
explicable in real terms. Some issues beyond real concerns are
necessarily involved. What constitutes Europe, in our view, is
rather the abstract character of the continent. Fiction is shaping
what we think is factual.

It is believed that immigration makes the borders ambiguous. We
agree, but immigration does not date back to the formation of
Europe as a political union whose success and stability has
become to be connected with the discontentment against
immigration and the unions stability is not going to be fortified
when the fictitious European castle closes its doors. Immigration
does not cast the shadow of de-formation over Europe; rather it
constitutes the site of heterogeneity where re-formation of what
we call “Europe” has taken place. Europe does not necessarily
have to look like a chess board, divided into cells, clear cut, black
and white.

Rules of the European game can be modified, not in the light of
unavoidable reason, but perhaps in the light of un-reason as well.
We do not believe that some intelligent forces of history shaped
geographical landscape in the most logical way. We believe
absurdity has always been a part of the big picture. And
contradiction, too. We do not, moreover, think the situation is one
of progress. We think there was no starting point but an abstract
conception all from the beginning.

Xl
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5 Simulation

In order to promote the idea that there is no unambiguous
answer to the question “Where is Europe”, we run a design
contest. What we wanted was an idea — a re-expression — and a
design demonstrating the borders of Europe from a Dadaist
viewpoint. We were not seeking a beautiful, a technical, or a
perfect map. We wanted ESCALIANS to show that the
unreasonable could become sensible, unintelligible could be
explanatory, and un-aesthetic could be artistic. They gave it a try
to deconstruct the conformity, -artistic, political, religious,
intellectual, societal etc. — in Europe. The result was spectacular.

The White Paper is the Commission's main contribution to the
theme of sports and its role in the daily lives of European
citizens. Teams defined their challenges and proposals as their
white paper.

As far as we see, teams generally mentioned about social and
organizational dimensions of sports. Besides having economical
values, it also has social values such as integration, tolerance
diversity, human rights, health and organizational structure such
as licensing system, self-regulatory mechanism, and activities
related to sport.

The topic, “EU and Sports” was selected by the promoters during
the preparation phase and 6 teams were determined—
representing the European Commission, the EU Council, the
European Socialist Party, the European Popular Party, the
Liberal Party, and the Green Party.

The teams reported their positions related to European
Parliament resolution on the White Paper on Sport, after a
general orientation about their parties.

White Paper on Sport:

The treatment of sport at EU level has focused primarily on its
economic aspects up until now.

This White Paper is the first large-scale European initiative on
sports. It sets strategic guidelines on the role of sports in the
European Union, particularly at social and economic level.

3 main themes are covered by the White Paper; social role,
economic dimension and organization of sport.

XV
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Roles and responsibilities of parties according to ESCALIANSs are
as follows:

1. The European Commission

The European Commission is responsible for proposing
legislation, implementing decisions, upholding the Union's
treaties and the general day-to-day running of the Union.

Position related to the White Paper on sport — as organization
side of sport — was arranged by European Commission’s
constitution.

Leading and supporting open dialogue with sports
organizations that are Member States and the European
Parliament

Promoting social consultation and stable relations
between employers and employees against to
unconditional obligations for young players.

2. The Council of European Union- EU Council

The EU Council of the European Union is the principal decision
making institution in the European Union .

Position related to the White Paper on sport appeared as general
organizational structure.

Incorporating specific characteristics of sport and its
social functions into the implementation of common
policies

As far as the system of transfers is concerned supporting
the dialogue between the Sporting Movement, the
Community and the Member States.

Seeking an agreement that lays down the special nature
of training for young athletes

3. The Party of European Socialist (PES)

The Party adopted the idea of New Socialist Europe. It has 10
basic principles for a modern welfare society and state: Rights
and duties for all, full employment, universal child care, inclusive
societies, investing in people, an active Europe for people,
sustainable societies, making diversity and integration our
strength, social dialogue, equal rights for women and men.

Position related to the White Paper on Sport is mainly about
social aspects of sports and has the following objectives.

XV
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Eliminating and combat against racism and
discrimination

Emphasizing importance and necessity of licensing
system at European level for professional qualities
improvement

Creating accessible sources for disadvantaged groups
such as disabled sportsmen and sportswomen and
immigrants

Increasing number of sport activities for young people.

4. The European People’s Party-EPP

The European People’s Party has pillars as Christian
personalism, the social market economy, and European
integration leading to a decentralized federal Europe.

Position related to the White Paper on Sports should be:

Supporting and promoting self-regulatory mechanism at
national and European level in order to eliminating
absence of "clear rules as regards players' agents"
Preparation and implementation of projects aiming at
development of sporting facilities at schools

Ensuring free movement of services in Europe

5. The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats of Europe
(ALDE)

The ALDE is pointed out promoting Europe with ideas of
democratizing EU, guaranteeing basis of rights for all
European, improving peace through the Union, making
globalization work for everyone, strengthening economic
governance after the Euro agreement, aimed to be the
world leader in environmental protection.

Position related to the White Paper on sport includes all
dimensions of sport.

Increasing the role of the regions and local government
in developing sport infrastructure, organizing widely
accessible events

Welcoming women to sports that are not traditionally
considered as female sports

6. The European Green Party

The party has been committed to the basic principles of Green
politics such as environmental responsibility, individual freedom,
inclusive democracy, diversity, social justice, gender equality,
global sustainable development and non-violence.

XVI



ESCALA — Final Report

Position related to the White Paper on Sport includes all
dimension of sport.

Correlation  between sports, economy, finance,
employment and diplomacy

Maintaining and improving human rights against racism,
doping, purchasing young disposable sportsmen or
sportswomen from Africa

Promoting sport in society as an instrument of integration
and a promoter of local democracy for respecting and
tolerances differences

Reinforcing role of women in sport.

6 Moments from the event

a la Turca stories with camp fire Good-bye to llgaz camp

Becoming good friends...

Team spirit in the orientation race Evaluating the ESCALA

XVII



ESCALA — Final Report

Lunch break in the llgaz National Park

Looking at the same point

Friendly E ref Saati hours

Members of socialist party —
EP simulation

The experts in EP simulation

Workshop about famous Europeans
with Cengiz Aktar

Duma taka duma taka Tugay...

Breaking the ice with body percussion

The football match ending in a draw

Turkish colors in the disco
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Kebap-kofte-biber barbecue
Walking tour in the llgaz National Park

7 Notes from ESCALIANS

One of the direct impacts of ESCALA was “establishment of
transnational ties” among what we call the “Erasmus generation”
that helped create, develop and strengthen European identity
and citizenship. Learning how to work together and interact
during activities allowed participants to gain “multicultural
communication skills”, to increase awareness on different
cultures, to encourage creativity and coherent self-criticism
among European students.

Some excerpts from the essays that ESCALIANs delivered
during the camp are as follows:

“The youth camp was a great chance to get to know the Turkish
culture and tradition. Thanks to sessions and the free time we
could discuss and debate a lot and came closer.”

Johannes Langer - AUSTRIA

“At start | didn't like the idea of drawing borders. The result
however, in this map contest, showed that many participants
think without borders, or borders don't play a central role, and
don't believe in them. The most inspiring was the atmosphere in
which everyone could discuss freely any subject regardless of
political preference, religion or nationality.”

Detre Varga - Hungarian

“One of the major problems for the future of European Union is
the prejudice we have about people, although we don’'t know
them so much. During ESCALA, | realized that | must be so far
from over-generalizations even if it is positive prejudice.”

Onder Canveren - TURKEY

“There is a lot to say about this camp. Sure all days have been
interesting in this Youth Camp a la Turca! The workshops have
been interesting but it has been good that we had also informal
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activities to discuss and met each other like in the Esref Saati
room or the evenings in the terrace”

Marta Potenza - ITALY

8 ESCALAIn press

8.1 Today's Zaman
3 September 2008
Youth and EU myths: Migration and Atatiirk discussed in camp

"Can a country that aims to become a member of the European
Union have pictures of Ataturk all around?"”

This question was asked by a young Polish man, one of 60
European youths who came to Turkey to discuss the EU and
Turkey and their common future with their Turkish counterparts
and EU experts at the end of August. EU institutions, the
question of whether the European Commission is lacking in
democracy, the borders of Europe and Turkish accession to the
EU were all put under scrutiny by the bright young minds.

The "Camp a la Turca," running between Aug. 24 and 28, was
organized by Ankara University, the Netherlands Alumni
Association of Turkey and the Netherlands Institute for Higher
Education (NIHAnkara). It was supported by the Ankara
European Union Information Center (EUIC), which helped with a
simulation of the European Parliament, and the Samsun EU
Relay Office, which sponsored an information concession at the
camp. The four-day event took place at Ankara University's ligaz
campus, surrounded by the dense forest of the Central Black Sea
region. The EUIC Ankara's "Environment Project Photos
Exhibition" gave the students a glance at environmental projects
in Turkey, from maritime safety to water management carried out
with EU funding.

The young Europeans' European Parliament simulation
consisted of a heated discussion on what EU policy for sports
should be. According to Murat Yurtbilir, senior information officer
of EUIC Ankara, the students were exposed to the EP's culture of
debate and consensus in the role play. "The students were in the
shoes of a German Christian Democrat coming from a small town
in Bavaria," he said.

"To me, this was a great experience as the young people were
eager to learn new things about Turkey and its accession," said
Assistant Professor Dimitris Tsahouras, who moderated the
European Parliament session.
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Thomas Grunert, head of the culture unit at the European
Parliament, emphasized the importance of empathy towards
other cultures, given the varying historical heritage and
experience of each country.

The young Europeans, from lItaly to Poland, from Hungary to
Austria, also expressed concern over "massive Turkish
migration" to the EU if Turkey entered. Then the "picture of
Ataturk" came to the agenda, as well, drawing angry responses
from the Turkish students, who objected to Atatirk's picture
assessed similar to a "Stalinist system." "For us, Atatlrk is a
symbol of our modernization and our Western perspective,”" said
a Turkish student.

The "Atatlrk picture" is an ongoing issue of sensitivity to the
extent that the European Commission Turkey Delegation
Question and Answer Database carries a question of whether the
pictures of Atatirk would be taken down if Turkey were to
become a member of the European Union. The reply is "No."

8.2 Sabah

3 September 2008

NAZLAN ERTAN

Kampta Atatirk "Madem Turkiye bir AB llkesi olmak istiyor,
neden her tarafta, adeta insana Stalin'i hatrlatan bir ekilde,
Atatirk resimleri var?" diye sordu Polonyal Lukasz.

Polonyal geng, Ankara Universitesinin Igaz'daki dinlenme
tesisinde, Hollanda Mezunlar Derne i, Hollanda Yiksekd retim
Enstitisi (NIHA) ve Ankara Universitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakiiltesi
i birli iyle dizenlenen ESCALA- Avrupa "a la Turka" Genglik Yaz
Kamp na katIm t. Samsun AB Bilgi BUrosu'nun bir stant act
Ankara Avrupa Birli i Bilgi Merkezi'nin de bir sergi agarak ve bilgi
notlar hazrlayarak destekledi i bu kamp, gerek Turk gerekse
Avrupal geng¢ katlmclara kar Ikl o6nyarglarn a ma frsat
verdi.

Tuark ve Avrupal gencler, 6nce hep birlikte bir Avrupa
Parlamentosu similasyonu yapt, boyunlar na krm z -ye ilmavi
fularlar tak p, hararetli "Avrupa Birli i'nin Spor Politikas Ne
olmal d r?" konusunu tart tlar.

Avrupa Parlamentosu’'nun cok seslili ini ve uzla ma kiltrind
anlamaya yonelik bu c¢al madan sonra, gencler gozlerini
"Turkiye'nin AB Uyeli ine" cevirdiler, 6nce talyan bir ¢ renci,
"gd¢ korkusunu" dile getirdi, daha sonra da Polonyal gencg
"Ataturk resmi* meselesine de indi.

XXI



ESCALA — Final Report

Yeni bir konu de ildir bu: Avrupa Komisyonu Tirkiye
Delegasyonu'nun Soru-Cevap Veritaban nda bile, "Biz AB'ye Uye
olursak resmi dairelerdeki Atatiirk resmini kald rmak m gerekir?"
diye bir soru var.

(Cevap "hay r" tabii) Polonyal gencin sozleri, kamptaki Turkler'i
memnun etmedi tabii. Hele aralar ndan bir tanesi, gayet sert bir
Uslupla, Polonyal arkada n "hic bir ey anlamamakla" suclad .

Atatirk'e ©zellikle "ilerici, muhafazakar olmayan gencli in" bu
derece sarlmasn ise Atatirk'in ka na-gozine de il, ilerici
vizyonuna en iyi ba layan ki i ise akademisyen Dimitris
Tsarouhas oldu. Avusturyal -Yunanl akademisyen, Atatirk'in
Tarkiye'nin bat ya yonelen sembolii oldu unu séyledi.] Londra'da
okuduktan sonra, hayat n Turkiye'de kuran Tsahouras, "d ardan
bakt nda" Atatirk resimlerinin bollu una hayret etti ini, imdi
ise arkasndaki "modernle me" inancn go6rdi Unl anlatt
samimiyetle.

aka bir yana, hayatm boyunca en hayretle kar lad m
eylerden biri, Atatirk'in adyla Avrupa ya da Avrupa Birli i
did manl yapard.

"Atatirk Sevres sendromunu a p, sava t glclerle bar
anla malar yapm

Aradan bunca y!| gegtikten sonra, hala Sevres korkusunu
a amam sizler, Atatirk'ten daha m AtatUrk¢lsiniz?" diyesim
gelir hep.

Orhan Pamuk bu celi kiyi Der Spiegel'e anlatm , "Atatirk AB'nin
dyeli inden gurur duyard . imdi kendisinin s6zde yanda lar ona
ihanet ediyor" diyerek.

Kampa donersek alt ayr Ulkeden genci dort giin bir araya getirin
ve onlardan, AB'nin kurumlar ndan gelece ine, ideallerinden
Tarkiye'nin katl m na dair konu malar n isteyin, elbette farkl
goru ler ¢ kar ortaya.

Ama gengler, birbirlerini dinlediler ve anlad lar ya, énemli olan o.
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8.3 Hurriyet

24 August 2008

llgaz yabanc 6 rencileria rlayacak
Ruya YELSALI

Farkl Ulkelerden 50 6 renci, Hollanda Mezunlar Derne i
(NAATR) onderli inde dizenlenen Avrupa Genclik Kamp "A la
Turca" icin llgaz'a gidiyor.

HOLLANDA Mezunlar Derne i taraf ndan Hollanda Yuksek
O renim Enstitisi, Ankara Universitesi ve Avrupa Birli i
Bilgilendirme Merkezi ortakl  ve Avrupa Birli i E itim ve Genglik
Programlar Ba kanl deste iyle diizenlenen Avrupa Genclik
Yaz Kamp "A la Turca" (ESCALA) toplamda alt ulkeden
6 renciler a rlayacak. Macaristan, Avusturya, Hollanda, talya,
spanya ve Turkiye'den 6 rencilerin katlaca kampta Turk
0 renci say s 17 olarak bildirildi. Kastamonu’nun da lar nda dort
gln boyunca Avrupa tarihi, kultir, de erleri ve AB politikalar
konusuna odaklanacak olan kampta profesérlerden, AB
uzmanlar ndan ve birokratlardan olu an 10 kadar uzman da
katImc olarak yer alacak. Atolyeler, konferanslar, Avrupa
Parlamentosu similasyonu, ydn bulma yar mas, muzik
performanslar gibi etkinlikler de kamp faaliyetleri aras nda yer
al yor. Etkinlikler aras nda ayr ca yar ma da bulunuyor. Avrupa
konulu k sa film gosterimi ve Avrupa haritas n n yeniden yorumu
konulu tasar m yar mas, 6 renciler icin hem yararl hem keyifli
olacak. Kampta katlmc olarak yer alacak © renciler, ¢ok
onceden yap lan ba vurularla belirlendi.

Kamp n amaclar

AVRUPA Birli i konusunda gencleri bilgilendirmek, uluslararas
kulturel diyalog ortam yaratarak kar |kl ho gorlyl yerle tirmek
ve daha demokratik bir Avrupa icin katkda bulunmak ve
Turkiye'ye yonelik dnyarg lar ortadan kald rmak gibi konular,
kamp n amaclar aras nda yer al yor. Haz rl klar n son a amaya
geldi i kampta uzmanlar da en az ¢ renciler kadar heyecanl .
Derne in dizenledi i ¢o u akademik nitelikli etkinliklerin en
kapsamls olacak olan (ESCALA) "A La Turca", gelecekteki
projeler i¢in 6ncl olma niteli inita yor.
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8.4 Dinya

18 September 2008

8.5 Website of the Delegation of European
Union to Turkey

10 July 2008

http://www.avrupa.info.tr/News Archieve/july 08,10072008.html

ESCALA - European Youth Summer Camp a la Turca

The Netherlands Alumni Association of Turkey invites young
people to participate the ESCALA- European Youth Summer
Camp a la Turca in llgaz organised in partnership with
Netherlands Institute for Higher Education (NIHAnkara), Ankara
University Faculty of Political Sciences and with the support of
European Union Information Centre.

ESCALA will focus on the issue of European awareness and
diversity among young citizens.

About 50 young people between 20-25 years old coming from
Turkey, Spain, the Netherlands, Italy, Hungary, and Austria are
invited to share their opinions about a wide range of EU-related
subjects and meet with experts and European policy-makers
during the camp’s activities (workshops, simulation of European
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Parliament, interview with policy-makers, sportive challenge,
intercultural movie screening, musical performances, etc.)

9 Final remarks

ESCALA has made us to think about a number of questions:

What is European Union? Is it an idea or an ideal?

One might say that European Union rests on “Europe” as
an idea. Then there comes the next question: What is
Europe?

Is it the birthplace of the genuine European who has the
free will?

Is it an exhibition of high skilled works of art which
constantly reveal mysteries of their own?

Is it the playground of human creativity?

Is it Erasmus, Leonardo da Vinci, Comenius or
Grundtvig?

Is it all of them?

Which makes the Europe as what we understood as it
exists, is it history or geography?

May it be both or what?

If European Union is an ideal, so what is it aiming for?
Is it confederation?

Is it the political arm of the confederation?

May it be the European Parliament?

If so, shouldn’t we concede that the European Union has
attained an ideal and immediately ceased to ask such
questions?

For many people, Europe is all of the above while to many
others, still it is none of them. To our own understanding, the
process of enlargement of the European Union has made it
highly controversial that Europe corresponds to a fixed
geographical entity. Same is true for the history. Even in the most
optimistic view, we might not talk about a sense of a collective
past shared by single entities, because diversity of national and
local histories prove that experience of the past is diverse too.

However, we might think of shared values and practices which
connect single territories as a country for people and make them
share different pasts as the people of a consociate political entity.
From the very beginning, we ESCALIANS have presumed that
what makes us to think about Europe as a union is the principle
of being united in diversity. So, we have opted for enrichment of
European public sphere rather than predomination of it by a
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single actor or a worldview. We still believe that what makes
people European is more than attachment to a single political
identity.

During ESCALA, we encouraged young Europeans to re-think
about Europe. We asked the above mentioned questions to
ESCALIANS - those who are concerned with the notion of being
European. They gave a sincere voice to our call. ESCALA
became a real “Concert for Europe”. Young Europeans shared
their values and practices and so the idea met the ideal.
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Annex A: Dada map |

Europe in the Stereotyped World . By Maria Adele Carrai, ESCALIAN, Italy.
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Annex B: Dada map Il

An EU collage . By Lidia Krus, ESCALIAN, Russia.
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Annex C: Dada map Il

Closer than you would ever think... By Veronika BARCZI, ESCALIAN, Austria.
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Annex D: The welcoming message of
ESCALA

Mr. Governor, Dear Rector, Dear Minister, Dear Professors, Our
partners, group leaders and Dear participants,

I would like to welcome you all to ESCALA, European Summer
Camp a la Turca, on behalf of the Netherlands Alumni
Association of Turkey. | am very happy to be here today to
transmit the message of our vice-chair Altu Yalgnta who
initiated ESCALA and now is serving in the military.

First of all 1 would like to tell you about NAATR- Netherlands
Alumni Association of Turkey. The Netherlands Alumni
Association of Turkey, formally established in December 2006,
started its activities shortly after the launch of collaboration with
The Netherlands Institute for Higher Education — NIHA. The
opening ceremony of NAATR was hosted by the Netherlands
Royal Embassy in Ankara on 7 December 2007. Since its
establishment, the Association has organized a series of
conferences in order to announce its establishment and reach a
broader audience.

The members of the Association have all pursued a graduate
program in the Netherlands and have an academic
background. Our activities, as a result, have so far consisted of a
series of lectures in academic format. Our aim is to become an
establishment not only organizing academic activities, but setting
up a think-tank which engages in various intellectual and
scholarly projects. According to this, amongst our aims is:

Organize national and international conferences,
Publish academic and broad periodicals,

Act as an intermediary to form and foster relations in
particular between the Netherlands and  Turkey and in
general between the Europe and Turkey in the social,
cultural, and economic fields,

Contribute to multicultural relations among the European
nations regarding the relations of Turkey with the
European Union.

And how was the idea of ESCALA born? NAATR and NIHA have
been working since their creation with young people from both
sides: Turkey and the EU, the Netherlands in particular. Due to
the success of these exchanges since a year, we wanted to
contribute to the European integration of Turkish young people
and to a greater mutual understanding between young people
from EU and Turkey. We believed that interconnecting young
people within a friendly and relaxing atmosphere will definitely
contribute to creating a “European mind”. Our emphasis is on the
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very symbolic “united in diversity” motto will make sense through
such a summer European youth camp in Turkey — where cultural
and intellectual knowledge-sharing will enrich students’ mindsets
and consequently change their perception of European societies
- including Turkish one.

ESCALA, European Summer Camp a la Turca involves about 40
young people coming from Turkey, the Netherlands, Italy,
Hungary, and Austria who will share their opinions about a wide
range of EU-related subjects and meet with about 10
experts/professionals/decision-makers from Turkey and EU
member states during the camp’s activities which are workshops,
simulation of European Parliament, interview with policy-makers,
sportive challenge, intercultural movie screening, musical
performances, etc.

Camp activities were designed according to the general aim of
creating a “European mind” through the motto of “united in
diversity”. The lectures will provide our participants with the
opportunity of understanding features of Europe through history
and in recent times, cultural, socio-economic and political
heterogeneity of Europe as well as EU policies especially those
affecting young people. “Young Europeans Parliament Plenary
Session” will motivate our participants to behave as European
citizens and to realize how their representatives are working at
the European Parliament to adopt laws or resolutions affecting
their life — especially through the one-day simulation session
“Young Europeans Parliament” and following interview session
with the decision makers will help them to discuss the topics
related to EU. ESCALA is also running a design contest on the
theme of “Dada Map of Europe” of which presumption is the idea
that there is no unambiguous answer to the question “Where is
Europe?” Through the design contest we are not seeking a
beautiful, a technical, or a perfect map, rather we would like to
provoke our participants to rethink over borders and
heterogeneity of Europe and to let them to demonstrate their
viewpoints from a Dadaist viewpoint. The wining maps are going
to be selected by the participators of ESCALA themselves and
the best three maps will be awarded with very enthusiastically
selected presents. The daily program comprises also movie
screening about “Turkish Colors and European Accents”, a short
film which has been made off especially for ESCALA. Besides its
theme on intercultural dialog, the debate by the participants
following the screening is aimed at creating an intercultural
exchange of the ideas related to artistic format and content of the
movie.

The daily program of ESCALA also involves several musical,
sportive and chilling out activities for their participants. Amongst
is the practice of body percussion which is going to enable the
participants to learn how to use their “body language” to interact
with each other. This will be an artistic contribution to our motto
“united in diversity” as well as an opportunity to learn a real
artistic skill. In addition to that, the open-air sportive challenge on
the theme of the “European ldea” is designed to fasten the
pulses through the competition of the groups for finding and
collecting the clues for finding their way out in the forest. The
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clues were designed to test the level of information of the
participants about EU. Besides, ESCALA provides their
participants with hours for chilling out with Turkish delights and
drinks while listening to examples of traditional Turkish music.
During these relaxing hours, E ref Saati as we call it, our
participants will find the opportunity to not only to get a glimpse of
typical Turkish tradition but also to share their opinions with each
other in a real multicultural atmosphere which is believed to
contribute to European socialization and democratization among
youth.

Having presented the activities of the camp according to the aims
and objectives of ESCALA, | would like to thank to the institutions
and to the people who put their effort to make the idea of
organizing a European Youth Summer Camp into real. On behalf
of the Netherlands Alumni Association of Turkey, first | would like
to thank to Center for European Union Education and Youth
Programs, Turkish National Agency in other words, for providing
ESCALA with major financial support. Both during the application
phase and the running process of ESCALA, Oya Bumin from the
National Agency tried very hard to make things easier for us. |
would also thank to our partners among which NIHA-Netherlands
Institute for Higher Education deserves to be mentioned first. Jak
den Exeter, the manager of NIHA and Asl Kaymak, the vice-
manager supported us by all means at every stage of the project.
| also would like to thank to Caroline Delan, the Project
Coordinator of NIHA, spent long hours of work during not only
application but also preparation and running of the project. Also
Funda Demir, Sanem Anl and Emine Arslan put a great effort in
the project. Ankara University enabled us to host ESCALA here
at University's ORSEM facilities. | would like to thank to Celal
Gole, the Dean of Faculty of Political Science, for his support and
help. I also would like to thank to our European partners SHONT
and Code-X International from the Netherlands, BEJ/JEF-Austria
from Austria, Associazone Culturale Link and Ca' Foscari
University from Italy, JEF-Hungary from Hungary and European
Movement Spain from Spain. They collaborated with us running
the project and most important enabled our young European
participants to participate to ESCALA. In addition to our partners,
European Union Information Center-ECOTEC provided us with
loads of material about EU as leaflets, booklets, information
sheets, beautifully imprinted ESCALA t-shirts, EU balloons etc,
as well as their expertise in the area of EU. We would like to
thank to dear Nazlan Ertan and Murat Yurtbilir on behalf of their
institution.

Dear young Europeans, | also would like to thank to you for
paying a sincere attention to ESCALA and for contributing to a
lively camp atmosphere.

Finally, I would like to thank to all of the professors, decision makers
and experts who accepted to share their expertise on Europe and
the EU with young people. We strongly believe that their contribution
to ESCALA will not only increase the level of information of the
young Europeans about EU history, policies and values but also help

to create and maintain an intercultural platform and network for a

more democratic Europe. | wish you all a cheerful time at ESCALA.
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Annex E: ESCALA in brief

"1 1$$%

Owner

Partners

Participants

Experts

Activities

Outputs

NAATR

The Netherlands
Alumni Association
of Turkey

- N HA, the Netherlands Institute for Higher Education
- Mulkiye, Ankara University

- JEF Hungary

- JEF Austria

- Associazone Culturale LINK

- Universita Ca Foscari Venezia

- Code-X International

- European Union Information Center

- 21 from Turkey
- 8 from Hungary
- 2 from Italy

- 2 from Austria
- 1 from Russia

- 1 from the
Netherlands

- 1 from France
- 1 from Germany

- 1 from Poland

- 1 Art History expert

- 1 European geopolitics
expert

- 1 EU youth policy expert

- 1 Youth in Action
Program Expert

- 5 mentors
- 1 moderator

- 2 audiovisual expert

- Workshops

- European Parliament
Simulation

- Film screening

- National Park Discovery
Evening

- Fire Camp
- Body Percussion

- E ref Saati (Chill-out a la
Turca)

- Orientation Race

- Kebap-Kofte-Biber
Barbecue

- Intercultural music hall

- film “Borders a la Turca”

- film “ESCALA"

- 12 Dada maps (for exhibition)
- TRT2 live program

- Articles in press

- ESCALA blog site and an email
group at Facebook




